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1. INTRODUCTION - TURNING AN URGENT CHALLENGE INTO A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY

This Communication sets out a European Green Deal for the European Union (EU)
and its citizens. It resets the Commission’s commitment to tackling climate and
environmental-related challenges that is this generation’s defining task. The atmosphere
Is warming and the climate is changing with each passing year. One million of the eight
million species on the planet are at risk of being lost. Forests and oceans are being
polluted and destroyed?.

The European Green Deal is a response to these challenges. It is a new growth strategy
that aims to transform the EU into a fair and prosperous society, with a modern,
resource-efficient and competitive economy where there are no net emissions of
greenhouse gases in 2050 and where economic growth is decoupled from resource
use.

It also aims to protect, conserve and enhance the EU's natural capital, and protect
the health and well-being of citizens from environment-related risks and impacts. At
the same time, this transition must be just and inclusive. It must put people first, and pay
attention to the regions, industries and workers who will face the greatest challenges.
Since it will bring substantial change, active public participation and confidence in the
transition is paramount if policies are to work and be accepted. A new pact is needed to
bring together citizens in all their diversity, with national, regional, local authorities, civil
society and industry working closely with the EU’s institutions and consultative bodies.

The EU has the collective ability to transform its economy and society to put it on a
more sustainable path. It can build on its strengths as a global leader on climate and
environmental measures, consumer protection, and workers’ rights. Delivering additional
reductions in emissions is a challenge. It will require massive public investment and
increased efforts to direct private capital towards climate and environmental action, while
avoiding lock-in into unsustainable practices. The EU must be at the forefront of
coordinating international efforts towards building a coherent financial system that
supports sustainable solutions. This upfront investment is also an opportunity to put
Europe firmly on a new path of sustainable and inclusive growth. The European
Green Deal will accelerate and underpin the transition needed in all sectors.

The environmental ambition of the Green Deal will not be achieved by Europe
acting alone. The drivers of climate change and biodiversity loss are global and are not
limited by national borders. The EU can use its influence, expertise and financial
resources to mobilise its neighbours and partners to join it on a sustainable path. The EU
will continue to lead international efforts and wants to build alliances with the like-
minded. It also recognises the need to maintain its security of supply and competitiveness
even when others are unwilling to act.

This Communication presents an initial roadmap of the key policies and measures
needed to achieve the European Green Deal. It will be updated as needs evolve and the

1 Sources: (i) Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC): Special Report on the impacts of
global warming of 1.5°C; (ii) Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and
Ecosystem Services: 2019 Global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services; (iii) The
International Resource Panel: Global Resources Outlook 2019: Natural Resources for the Future We
Want; (iv) European Environment Agency: the European environment — state and outlook 2020:
knowledge for transition to a sustainable Europe



policy responses are formulated. All EU actions and policies will have to contribute to
the European Green Deal objectives. The challenges are complex and interlinked. The
policy response must be bold and comprehensive and seek to maximise benefits for
health, quality of life, resilience and competitiveness. It will require intense coordination
to exploit the available synergies across all policy areas?.

The Green Deal is an integral part of this Commission’s strategy to implement the
United Nation’s 2030 Agenda and the sustainable development goals®, and the other
priorities announced in President von der Leyen’s political guidelines®. As part of the
Green Deal, the Commission will refocus the European Semester process of
macroeconomic coordination to integrate the United Nations’ sustainable development
goals, to put sustainability and the well-being of citizens at the centre of economic
policy, and the sustainable development goals at the heart of the EU’s policymaking and
action.

The figure below illustrates the various elements of the Green Deal.
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Figure 1: The European Green Deal

2 In line with the findings of the 2020 European environment — state and outlook 2020: knowledge for
transition to a sustainable Europe (European Environment Agency)

8 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld

4 See Political Guidelines of President elect Ursula von der Leyen: Political guidelines for the next
Commission (2019-2024) — ‘A Union that strives for more: My agenda for Europe’:
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